
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
Freetown  October 3, 2012  

Contact: Boa Lee 

Tel: 076 515 000 

 

DOJ/ICITAP and USAID Support Non-Violent Elections Through Peace 

Concert  
 

(FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE) – On Saturday, October 6, several Sierra Leonean musicians 

will be performing at a peace concert funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development 

(USAID), under its Election Security Program.  The peace concert is free and open to the public.  

It will be held at the Brima Atuga Mini Stadium in the east end of Freetown, from 12 p.m. (noon) 

to 7 p.m.  The aim of the concert is to promote peace and raise awareness about the Public 

Elections Act of 2012.  Concert organizers also seek to promote tolerance and respect for persons 

with disabilities, women’s involvement in the elections, and police/community relations. 

 

The initiative began in February 2012 when the U.S. Department of Justice’s Senior Law 

Enforcement Advisor Bryan Atkins shared a vision of a peace CD with Star Z and Mystic.  Star 

Z and Mystic agreed to donate their time in order to make the CD a reality and to promote 

peaceful 2012 elections in Sierra Leone.  Star Z, Mystic, Daddy G, and Prince later formed a 

four-person performance group called "Mix Up Box Up" and created the group known as Voice 

of Salone.  Work on the CD commenced in May 2012 and was completed last month.   Voice of 

Salone compiled and produced eight songs.  The songs are a fuse of hip-hop, rap, and reggae 

styling and are sung in four languages: Krio, Temne, Mandinka, and Fula.  Three of the songs 

have positive messaging about the Sierra Leone Police.  A promotional radio campaign was 

launched on September 17. 

 

The CD is designated as "Not for Sale," so there are no limits on its distribution.  USAID and the 

U.S. Department of Justice International Criminal Investigative Training Assistance Program 

(DOJ/ICITAP) provided copies of the CD to the SLP for distribution and delivered CDs to 

community radio stations and members of the Local Police Partnership Boards.  USAID has also 

purchased 2,000 blank CDs and is working to make as many copies available to the public as 

soon as possible.   
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